Letter from Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Board of Trustee Chair

The Honorable Fife Symington

June 10, 2009

Dear Garden Friend,

There has been much interest in the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden’s 2008 financial report.  The audited financials will not be ready from the independent accounting firm that prepares them until July.  As an interim measure, we are posting the preliminary numbers which may be subject to change, pending the final audit.  

We are posting the Garden’s preliminary, year-to-date 2009 operating fund numbers, a current Board of Trustees roster, the summary notes from a meeting between members of the Board of Trustees and volunteers, the Garden’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, and a letter from Charity Navigator announcing our recent 4-Star designation.  

In addition, we are posting a recap of the Garden’s investment portfolio.  The impact of the country’s economic downturn is quite clear in this document.

Updated numbers will be posted when the 2008 audit is complete.

Thank you for your interest in the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden.

Sincerely,

Fife Symington

Chair, Board of Trustees

