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Administrative Information
Acc. Number: MSS-05

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, Blaksley Library

1212 Mission Canyon Road

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

805-682-4726

Extent:  15 linear feet (23 boxes, including 380 photos), and 2 oversize folders of maps

Creator: Smith, Clifton F.

Acquisition Information:  Several hundred books were acquired in 1988 from Clif Smith.

The rest of the materials were a bequest from the estate of Clif Smith in 1999.

Finding aid created by Laurie Hannah, 2004.

Related Material
A selection of over 400 books on botany and California history from Smith’s personal

collection have been added to the Library.  Research materials on fire and the chaparral

are located in the Library office vertical files, and several reprint collections acquired by

Smith are interspersed between the Herbarium and Library reprint files.  The photograph

collection is being indexed separately.

Access:  The collection is available for research use.

Biography
Clif Smith was probably the most well-known taxonomic botanist in Santa Barbara.  He

wrote the definitive book on plants of the Santa Barbara region and was consulted by

botanists from far and near.  He was equally known for being an avid collector of artifacts

about the history of Santa Barbara and the central coast region.  Besides books,

magazines, and other publications which augmented his botanical history of the area, his

collections also included postal covers, post cards, fine art created by local artists, cattle

brands, bottles, and other ephemera that documented the businesses and activities of the

city, county, and surrounding region from the mid-1800s to recent times.  Most of these

collections were dispersed to friends, local libraries, or sold at auction.

Chronology
Born in Santa Barbara, CA 25 Feb. 1920

Graduated from Santa Barbara High School 1938

Enrolled in the Tree Study Course

 at Santa Barbara Botanic Garden (SBBG) 1943

Worked at Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 1943-1952

First article Botanical Relicts published 1949

A Flora of Santa Barbara published 1952

Graduated from Santa Barbara State

College (now UCSB) 1953



Herbarium curator at the Santa Barbara

 Museum of Natural History (SBMNH) 1955

Became librarian and botanist at SBMNH 1956

Published A Flora of the Santa Barbara Region 1976

Retired from the Museum 1985

Became Herbarium Associate at SBBG 1985

Published 2nd edition of Flora 1998

Died at home in Santa Barbara, age 79 6 March 1999

Scope and Content
Research notes, correspondence, publications, photographs, maps, printed matter,

and memorabilia are included in this collection. The bulk of the textual materials

constitute two series:  1)Regional history files, illustrating the history of Santa Barbara,

San Luis Obispo, and Ventura counties, and 2)research materials and drafts for Smith’s

main publication A Flora of the Santa Barbara Region, in its two editions.  Smith

interfiled notes, correspondence, and published materials into subject folders, instead of

keeping separate files for different types of materials.  Ephemeral materials, such as

advertisements, newspaper clippings, promotional brochures, menus, napkins, invitations,

and stationery are interspersed throughout the subject files, although there are several

separate ephemera folders. Subjects pertaining to regional history represented in the

collection include education, events, missions, ranching, art, organizations, and business.

Research materials for Smith’s books focus on the natural history and vegetation of Santa

Barbara County and the northern Channel Islands, with an emphasis on plant distribution,

ethnobotanical uses of native plants, rare plants, and the history of exploration and plant

collection in the region.  A separate series of field notebooks and card files on individual

plants is kept in the Garden Herbarium and corresponds to plant specimens collected by

Smith.

The photograph series contains approximately 380 items depicting the Santa

Barbara region from the late 1800s to the present.  Topics include landscapes, plants,

buildings, missions, transportation, events, and people.  Formats are mostly black and

white prints of various sizes with some transparencies.

The memorabilia series contains personal items used by Smith, such as his

typewriter, or items, often humorous, created for him by friends.

Arrangement
Materials are arranged according to the following series:

Series 1: Biographical materials

Series 2: Correspondence

Series 3: Regional history files

Subseries 3.1: General subject files

Subseries 3.2: Channel Island files

Series 4: Publications

Subseries 4.1: Research materials

Subseries 4.2: A Flora of the Santa Barbara Region



Subseries 4.3: Other Publications

Series 5: Field notebooks and card files

Series 6: Photographs

Series 7: Oversize materials [maps, clippings]

Series 8: Memorabilia

Subject files are arranged alphabetically and usually chronologically within folders.

Other series are arranged alphabetically with the exception of folders relating to Smith’s

Flora.  These are arranged according to chapters in the book, from botanical history,

vegetation, plant communities, and localities, to individual plant descriptions. Drafts with

corrections follow.

Indexing Terms (these terms can be used in the library online catalog)

Smith, Clifton F.

Santa Barbara County (Calif.)— History.

Santa Barbara County (Calif.)— History — Photographs.

Santa Barbara County (Calif.) — Description and travel.

San Luis Obispo County (Calif.) — History.

Ventura County (Calif.) — History.

Channel Islands (Calif.)

Plants — California — Santa Barbara County.

Container List Box Folder

Series 1 Biographical Materials, 1967-1998 1 1

Series 2 Correspondence

Brown, Alan K., 1961 1 2

Miscellaneous, 1988-1995 1 3

Series 3 Regional History Files

Subseries 3.1 General Subject Files

Antique Dealers—Santa Barbara—Brochures 1 4

Art—Correspondence and misc. notes 1 5

Art Exhibit Announcements, 1990s 1 6-8

Borein, Ed—Dealer Price Lists, 1964-1996 1 9

Bottles, 1908-1992 1 10

Brands, 1967-1969 1 11

B Misc. 1 12

Cachuma Lake/Cachuma Project, 1949-1956 1 13

California State Parks 1 14

Camping 1 15



Carpinteria, c. 1940-1970 1 16

Catalogue of Books of the Free Public Library of

 the City of Santa Barbara, Calif., 1885. Photocopy. 1 17

Collecting Activities—Photocopies of items, articles 1 18

Curletti, Rosario, 1987 1 19

C Misc. 1 20

Daily, Marla, 1982-1987 1 21

Dibblee, Thomas Wilson, Jr. 1 22

D Misc. 1 23

Earthquakes, 1925-1988 1 24

El Paseo Sale, 1987 1 25

Emparan, Richard Raoul 1 26

Expeditions to California, photocopies

 of various accounts 1 27

Wheeler, George. Annual Report upon the Geographical

 Surveys West of the 100th Meridian. 1876. Photocopy.

 Albright, G.L. Official Explorations for the

 Pacific Railroads. 1921. Photocopy. 1 28

E Misc. 1 29

Fiesta, 1897-1979 1 30

Flower Festivals 1 31

F Misc. 1 32

Gaviota region, 1959-1991 1 33

Geneology 1 34

Geological Surveys 1 35

Goleta, 1889-1987 1 36

Goleta—Promotional brochures 1 37

G Misc. 1 38

Harmer, Alexander 1 39

Historical Santa Barbara—Scenes

 painted by Theo van Cima—Prospectus 1 40

Hope Ranch, 1970-1987 1 41

Hope School and Environs, 1951-1995 1 42

Hotels—Santa Barbara—Ephemera, 1891-c.1960 2 43-45

H Misc. 2 46

Indians 2 47

K Misc. 2 48

Lithographs/Bird’s eye views 2 49

Lompoc 2 50

Lompoc—Brochures and maps 2 51

Lompoc Flower Festival—Programs 2 52

Lompoc—Misc. publications 2 53

Lompoc Legacy, 1974-1996 2 54-55

Lompoc/Vandenberg Air Force Base 2 56

Los Angeles, 1885-1961 2 57



Los Olivos 2 58

Los Padres Interpretive Assn.

 Newsletter, 1976-1990 2 59

Los Padres National Forest 2 60

 Bronson. Planting and Seed Collecting. Photocopy. 2 61

 Stanley, Steve et al. Madulce Peak Study Area.

  Section G. Flora. Photocopy. 2 62

Lotusland 2 63

L Misc. 2 64

Margelli, Maria, 1933-1995, bulk 1967 2 65

McMillan, Eben and Ian, 1967-1998 2 66

Mining, Minerals, Springs, 1882-1968 2 67

California State Mining Bureau. Reports of the

 State Mineralogist. 1886-  Photocopy. 2 68

Mission Canyon, 1861-1983 2 69

Mission La Purisima, 1938-1970 2 70

Mission Santa Barbara, 1936-1977 3 71

Montecito 3 72

M Misc. 3 73

N Misc. 3 74

O Misc. 3 75

Prospectuses 3 76

P Misc. 3 77

Q Misc. 3 78

Rancheros Visitadores, 1930-1988 3 79

R Misc. 3 80

San Luis Obispo County 3 81

San Luis Obispo County—Clippings, 1983-1988 3 82

San Luis Obispo County—Maps 3 83

San Luis Obispo County—Promotional

 Materials—Photocopies 3 84

 Great Register, San Luis Obispo County. 1867.

  Supplement 1868. Photocopy 3 85

 History, Laws, and Ordinances of

  the Town of San Luis Obispo. 1870. Photocopy. 3 86

 Murray, Walter. Narrative of a California

  Volunteer. Photocopy. 3 87

 Resources of San Luis Obispo County. 1875. Photocopy 3 88

Santa Barbara Architecture 3 89

Santa Barbara Backgrounds/Bookdealers 3 90

Santa Barbara City and County

 Government 3 92

Santa Barbara. El Pueblo Viejo Historic District/

 Royal Presidio Historic Park, 1953-1968.

 Pearl Chase files. 3 93



Santa Barbara—Ephemera 3 94-95

Santa Barbara Planning Documents, Plans and

 Planting Branch, Community Arts Assn.

 Pearl Chase files, 1954-1965 3 96

Santa Barbara—Promotional Brochures 3 97

 Paulson, L.L. A General Description of Santa

 Barbara County, p. 90-167. 1875? Photocopy. 3 98

 Paulson, L.L. Handbook and Directory of San

  Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Kern,

  San Bernardino, Los Angeles, and San Diego

  Counties.  1875.  Photocopy, various pages 3 99

 List of Regional Names for the County of Santa

  Barbara. July 30, 1867.   Photocopy 3 100

Santa Barbara—Misc. publications 3 101

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, 1980s 3 102

Santa Barbara Foundation Newsletter

 Los Adobes, 1979-80 3 103

Santa Barbara Geneological Society 3 104

Santa Barbara Historical Society 4 105

Santa Barbara Historical Society—

 Misc. brochures and publications 4 106

 SBHS Newsletters 1980-1990, Ann. reports 4 107

Santa Barbara Mission Archive Library 4 108

 La Gazetta newsletter/Mission Archive

  Library newsletter 1981-1994 4 109

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 4 110

Santa Barbara News-Press 4 111

Santa Maria 4 112

Santa Maria Civic Center, Pearl Chase Files, c. 1932 4 113

Santa Ynez Valley 4 114

SY Valley Historical Society Newsletter, 1963-1990 4 115

Schools—Santa Barbara County 4 116

Sisquoc 4 117

Smith, Dick, 1921-1977 4 118

Solvang 4 119

Stanton, Carey Q., 1987 4 120

Summerland 4 121

S Misc. 4 122

Trade Beads 4 123

Train/Travel Timetables 4 124

University of California, Santa Barbara 4 125

University of California, Santa Barbara,

 Library/Friends of the Library 4 126

U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 4 127

Ventura County 4 128



Watkins, H.D. 4 129

Weather 4 130

Wharfs, etc. 4 131

Wine Tours and Wineries 4 132

W Misc. 4 133

Zaca Lake 4 134

Subseries 3.2 Channel Island Files

Channel Islands—Anthropology 5 135

Channel Islands—Bibliography 5 136

Channel Islands—Botany 5 137

Channel Islands—Brochures 5 138

Channel Islands—General articles 5 139

Channel Islands—Geology 5 140

Channel Islands—Zoology 5 141

San Clemente Island 5 142

San Miguel Island 5 143

San Nicholas Island 5 144

Santa Cruz Island, 1893-1995 5 145

Santa Cruz Island—Botany 5 146

Santa Cruz Island Foundation—Events 5 147

Santa Cruz Island Foundation—Art

 Collections—Articles 5 148

Santa Cruz Island Foundation, Advisory

 Council minutes and correspondence, 1988-1998 5 149

Santa Cruz Island Preserve Newsletter, 1981-1985 5 150

Santa Rosa Island 5 151

Series 4 Publications

Subseries 4.1 Research materials

Botanical History—Santa Barbara 5 152

Burns, Burls 5 153

California’s Mediterranean Climate—Articles 5 154

Chumash Ethnobotany 5 155

Fire 5 156

Geology—Santa Barbara Region/Southern California 5 157

Geology Field Trips—Santa Barbara Region,1961 5 158

Horticultural History—Santa Barbara 5 159

Pipeline Project, 1985 5 160

Rainfall Data—Santa Barbara/Southern California 5 161

Trask, Blanche 5 162

Useful Plants 5 163

Weeds 5 164



Wetland Information 5 165

California Coastal Act of 1976 5 166

Subseries 4.2 A Flora of the Santa Barbara Region, 1976 and 1998 editions

Vegetation of the Santa Barbara Region 6 167

Plant Communities 6 168

Plant Communities—Articles 6 169

Grassland Preserves 6 170

Islands 6 171

Big Pine Mountain 6 172

Carrizo Plain Natural Area 6 173

Cuyama Field Notes/Ann Chadwick 6 174

Figueroa Mountain, San Rafael Mtns.,Cuyama Valley 6 175

Hollister Ranch 6 176

Miller, D.R. Species List for a Flora of the

 Rocky Butte/Pine Mountain Region—1998, 1996

 unpublished drafts 6 177

Misc. Plant Lists for Various Localities 6 178

Type Localities in Santa Barbara County 6 179

Sensitive Species/CNPS Lists—Santa Barbara,

San Luis Obispo Counties 6 180

Sensitive Species—Santa Maria 6 181

Sensitive Species—Cuyama Valley 6 182

Sensitive Species—Cuyama Valley/Carrizo Plain—Maps 6 183

Taxonomic Treatments of Various Genera 6 184-185

Misc. Botanical Notes 6 186

Jepson Manual Notes 6 187

Field Notes 6 188

Botanical History—Notes 6 189

Historical References 6 190

Plant Names—Sources 6 191

Early Drafts on Geology and Botanical History 6 192

Flora, 1st ed. Draft A 6 193-194

Flora, 1st ed. Draft B 6 195-198

Flora, 1st ed. Draft C. Introductory Chapters 6 199

Flora, 1st ed. Draft D 7 200-203

Flora, 1st ed. Correspondence, 1976-77 7 204

Flora, 2nd ed. Clif Smith Typesetting Brigade 7 205-206

Flora, 2nd ed. Preliminary work with Editors 7 207

Corrections to 1st Edition 7 208

Corrections to Introductory Chapters, 1st ed. 7 209

Flora, 2nd ed. Draft A 7 210-212

Flora, 2nd ed. Final Draft 7 213-215

Edits not included in publication 7 216

Illustrations 7 217



Map 7 218

Index to Place Names—Drafts 7 219

Indexes—Drafts 7 220

Subseries 4.3 Other Publications

Review of Flora of the Santa Monica Mountains 7 221

Plants of the Dune Lakes Area, San Luis

 Obispo County, California, Draft. 7 222

Miscellaneous publications 7 223

Series 5: Field notebooks 7 boxes

Series 6: Photographs 4 boxes

Series 7: Oversize materials [maps, clippings] 2 folders, Box 8

Series 8: Memorabilia Boxes 9-11


